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“Celebration of Fine People”

Several years aGo, 
the phone ranG in the 
office one day durinG 
the show
and I picked it up and answered “Good 
Afternoon, Celebration of Fine People”.  
This sent all of us, including the person 
on the other end of the line, into fits of 
laughter.  But is often the case with a slip 
of the tongue, this certainly was and still 
is a true statement.  Although we are in 
the business of art, it is truly the people 
that make it special.

Of all the fine people that have made the 
Celebration of Fine Art what it is today, 
no one is more important or more special 
than its founder - my dad, Tom Morrow.  
It is his innovation, courage and tenacity 
that today allows so many of us to live 
the lives we could only imagine.  My dad 
has always been a visionary and a little 
ahead of his time with his entrepreneurial 
spirit.  I assure you that there were many 
people who thought he’d lost his mind 
when he said he wanted to set up a 
tent and get 100 artists to hang out in 
the tent for over two months and sell 
their art.  But he never let the doubt of 
others get in the way of his intentions 
and his belief that he just might be on to 
something special.  Along with being a 
great visionary, he is an amazing problem 
solver.  When faced with obstacles that 
would make most people give up, he 
simply looks for solutions.  It is quite a 
remarkable trait.  And, without question, 

it is why the Celebration has been 
successful.  I’m proud to be his daughter 
and grateful to have inherited his same 
tenacious spirit.

And, of course, the Celebration would 
not have grown without the gentle and 
thoughtful nurturing from Ann.  Ann has 
always provided the perfect balance to 
the sometimes headstrong ways of the 
rest of us.  We’ve all learned to see the 
world through the thoughtful eyes of her 
true “art spirit”.  Her passion for art and 
the artists who create it inspires all of 
us to look a bit deeper and longer when 
making decisions.  She’s taught us all 
to look beneath the surface for the best 
solutions along the way.  Whether the 
decisions are about selecting artists for 
the show or the direction of advertising 
or marketing campaigns, Ann’s holistic 
approach always helps us to make the 
best and most informed decisions.  Her 
nurturing and supportive spirit has also 
helped many artists grow in their skill and 
confidence over the years.  I’m grateful 
to have been influenced by her gentle 
teachings over the years.  Tom and Ann 
both have laid the ground work for Jake 
and me to carry on with this incredible 
legacy that is the Celebration of Fine Art.

As for Jake, he is my soul mate and 
partner in life and business.   I will simply 
never be able to express how much he 
means to me.  Many think of Jake as 
a man of few words, but anyone who 
has seen him at work knows he is a 
great man of action.  He has cheetah 
like speed and the resolve of the most 
determined person you’ve ever known.  

I’ve never heard Jake say that something 
can’t be done.  He shares Tom’s tenacity 
and problem solving ability that is beyond 
comprehension of most people I know.   
He frequently solves problems that the 
rest of us never know about.  And, along 
the way he has come up with some great 
inventions for making the enormous task 
of managing the facility from set up to 
tear down more streamlined.  He also 
has a quiet and gentle way with others.  
He’s always willing to lend a hand or 
encouragement to anyone who is in 
need.  When I see the quote “Love is a 
verb”, I always think of Jake.  He is a true 
man of action.  We are all grateful for his 
innovation and willingness to make things 
a little better each and every year.

The future looks bright for the Celebration 
of Fine Art.  We celebrate our good 
health and abundance in all areas of our 
lives.  We are profoundly grateful for the 
opportunity to carry on the legacy of 
bringing art lovers and artists together.  
We are grateful to you for being part of 
our Celebration family.  We promise to 
give it the love, passion and intensity it 
deserves as we continue to nurture and 
grow what started as a dream twenty 
years ago.   

If our lives are like a work of art, it is 
the people who add the color and the 
texture.  Based on the richness of the 
people in our life, we have a pretty 
amazing masterpiece in the works.  We 
look forward to at least twenty more 
years of working on this masterpiece.  

Susan Morrow Potje
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Vincent Van Gogh 

“Your profession is not what brings home 
your weekly paycheck.  Your profession 
is what you are put on this earth to do – 
with such passion and such intensity, it 

becomes a spiritual calling.”
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